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"Sarojini Chattopadhyaya returned to India in
September 1898, and married Dr.Govindarajulu Naidu
in December the same year. "

Dr. Naidu was in every way an eligible hus-
band for the young nightingale. He was the son of
Military Doctor and he had been married at the age of
eighteen to a very young girl and had lost her in less
than a year. He had then been sent to England for

medical studies and had returned a successful Doc-
tor. He soon proved to be invaluable in the service of
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the Nizam's Government and built himself a highly
respectable name. His love for Sarojini was deep and
sincere, and his regard for her had not changed at all
during the three years of separation. No one could
stop the marriage and it became a landmark in the
progress of social reform when intercaste marriagies
were almost unknown. Eighteen years earlier. when
Pandita Ramabai Saraswati, a Konkanasth Chitpawan
Brahmin had married a Bengali Kayastha, a furore
had been created. When sarojini married, no such
open opposition was voiced, except that the socio-
traditional structure of Bengal and the South was
slightly shaken. But Sarojini's marriage with Dr.Naidu
laid the foundation for intercaste and interprovincial
marriages.

"The question arose as to how the bride and
bridegroom, of two different castes, could be united.
Fortunately, Keshab Chandra Sen had introduced the
Brahmo Marriages Bill which was passed through his
own efforts on March 19,1872 (Act Ill of 1872 which
legalized Brahmo marriages). It allowed a civil mar-
riage between two Indians regardless of caste. But
both the parties, had to deny that they were Hindu,
Mohammedan, Christian, Parsee, Buddhist, Sikh or
Jain. It was under this Act that Dr. Govindarajulu Naidu,
M.B.C.M.(EDIN), Medical officer to His Highness the
Nizam's Imperial Service Troops, was married to
Sarojini Chattopadhyaya, on December 2, 1898. The
Act of 1872 had been introduced in Hyderabad as
one of Aghorenath's efforts to bring about reform and
break up caste prejudices. Little did he imagine, per-
haps, that his own daughter would be among the first
to be married under this form of civil registrations.

"An interesting account of the Wedding which
took place actually in Madras, appeared in an Indian
news- paper: 'Mrs. Ram Mohan Roy, a Brahmo lady
of culture and refinement., acted as the bridesmaid
and added grace and beauty to the solemnity of the
occasion. The ceremony opened with a prayer by



Mr.S.Somasundaram Pillai, B.A, and after the pre-
scribed rituals had been gone through,Rao Bahadur
Pandit Veeresalingam Pantulu Garu officiated as the
Minister for the sacred occasion. After the Minister's
charge to the happy couple regarding the responsi-
bilities of life, Dr.Aghorenath gave away the bride and
united the pair in holy wedlock in due form, the mar-
riage being solemnized in the presence of Mr.FD.Bird,
the Registrar of marriages of Madras Town. Rao
Bahadur pandit Veeresalingam Pantulu Garu then pro-
nounced the benediction. Before the several guests
dispersed, some refreshments were served and par-
taken with great cheers amidst toasts and replies in
perfect harmony without any distinction of caste. Dur-
ing the short time they spent in the Brahmo Mandir
the couple received the congratulations of all friends
present and drove off to the Capper House Hotel,
where Dr.Govindarajulu Naidu had been staying.

"This interesting event must be regarded as
unique in many respects, and as marking an epoch in
the history of the reform movement in this country.
The bridegroom belongs to the Balija community,
whereas the bride is a Brahman by birth; the former
is a Madrasi, where as the later is a Bengali; and both
are England returned Hindus. Dr.Govindarajulu Naidu,
M.B.CM, Completed his medical course in England,
and his wife, a matriculate of the Madras University,
spent a couple of years there to receive higher
education'.(Quoted in 'wrongs of Indian Womanhood'-
by Mrs. Marcus B.Fuller, Oliphart Anderson and Ferrier
1900, London and Edinburgh, pp. 219, 220)".

SAROJINI NAIDU
Biography: by Padmini Sengupta
Asia Publishing House, 1966
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"But why did Veeresalingam, himself a social
and religious reformer, join the vicious crowd? His
Cromwellian Puritanism might have violently repelled
by the lewdness and obscenity of some of the verses

foisted on vemana, partly by his rustic devotees and
mostly by his devilishly clever detractors and

denegators..."
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"Your letter. Sri V.R. Narla also came by yes-
terday and mentioned your work. He brought up this
guestion of inter-caste marriages. We recalled that
Veeresalingam had, indeed, performed inter-caste mar-
riages, but usually between different subsects, like the
Niyogi and Vaidiki. Around 1897-1900 in Madras inter-
caste marriages were promoted by social reformers
there like K. Natarajan and B. Varada Rao. They initi-
ated these because at that time Veeresalingam wanted
to begin widow marriages in Madras, and they did not
want to have their Madras Social Reform Association
sponsor them. So, they began to promote inter-caste
marriages, but only among different subsects.They did
not promote real inter-caste marriages like the one of
Sarojini Naidu. My own belief is that Veeresalingam
did not emphasize that particular match because his
diaries for that period are missing. | found that he was
very hazy about dates in his autobiography unless he
actually had before him something written at a particu-
lar time and bearing a date.

"To some extent Bharati was correct in thiking
that Veeresalingam was a Brahmanical reformer. But
this has more to do with the times than with his own
inclinations. After all, widow marriages were carried out
by Western-educated people, and Brahmans had 71%
of the B.A.'s then. Also, the belief that social change
occured through imitating examples of higher status
people, that the elite in society first innovated and their
changes then filtered down to the masses, was very
powerful. At the end of the 19th century non-Brahman
leaders were interested in jobs, not social reform.

"But Veeresalingam actually did change once
he returned to Rajahmundry in 1904 and came under
the influence of D. Pedabapayya. He shucked his sa-
cred thread, promoted inter dining by inviting individu-
als of different religions, and also performed widow mar-
riages for Telagas and Kammas. | discovered this by
looking at his correspondence for the period 1910-1919
in the new Veeresalingam museum at Rajahmundry.
So, even though his ideas of change through an elite,
whether Brahman or Western educated, probably re-
mained the same, he was forced to adopt to new pat-

Beorherd H(B5 eoanmd e ep- 2023|

terns in order to retain his leadership of social reform
in the early twentieth century.Actually, this is the main
theme of my thesis.

"Veeresalingam was often criticized because
he neglected the welfare of the married couples. True
enough. He was concerned with the performance of
the marriage ceremonies because they represented
symobolic acts of defiance against orthodoxy and re-
affirmed his reputation as the principal leader of re-
form. This was a constant pre-occupation of his-the
need of recognition for his work and his leaderhsip.
Much of his manueuvering consisted of trying to pro-
vide for a successor to himself, one who would carry
on the work (Basavaraju Gavarrazu, Mritanjaya Rao in
1893, and D. Pedabapayya in 1906; ultimately, he came
to rely on Raghupati Venkataratnam Naidu).

"l found that he seemed to be a very self-con-
tained person who often disregarded the advice of
friends. This is evident from the autobiography. But what
he omits to say is how much his friends changed from
decade to decade. For instance, his trustees for the
Town Hall are compeltely different from his selections
for trustees of the Hithakarini Samaj. He doesn't seem
to have been very much attached to people if they hap-
pened to cross him. In Gogulapati's case, his love and
expectations for the boy were equally great, but the
latter won out when the boy refused to do what
Veeresalingam demanded. A very prickly sort of per-
son, and a very ambitious one...."
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