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'Punjab officials saw custom
embedded in practice rather than in
ancient texts.

Hindu law extravagantly exalts the
Brahmins. It gives its principles from caste
rather than clan; it sees caste not tribe as
the natural order of society.

Custom has to be preserved. The
forces leading to disintegration of custom
had to be resisted. It is the duty of
government to improve native institutions
as to uphold them. It is possible to
domesticate primitive law; you can
redeem it, without killing it down.

Custom has to be presented and
codified as it was, not as it ought to be.

The better the people are under-
stood, the better will they be governed.

The function of the state was to
make the natives aware of the inner
coherence and underlying principles of
their practices.

The clan originates in tribe, the
village in the clan and the joint family in
the village.

The perceived coherence of
customary law was thus pre given.

Standing amongst the ruins of
tradition, the noble English man had to
salvage the past

A custom, as long as it existed, as
long as the memory of the tribe extends,
the memory at least of its oldest members

There were however limits to the
reach of the state.

In courts the claims of lower castes
and nonagricultural communities to

property rights were denied.
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