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brother, if | wear this thread, you brand me as Brah-
min for ever; But | am as much a Christian, a
Mussalman or a jew as | am a Brahmin. Humanity is
my community and love is my creed" o grd&mLH
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" The sole remedy is in inter-dining and inter-
marrying.The others are mere quack remedies of an
anaesthetic character... sometimes people who seem
half inclined to admit the injustice and inutility of caste
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suddenly turn round and shout: "But they have simi-
lar prejudices in south Africa, north America and
oceania... If other people are fools that is no reason
why we should be such...."

(The crime of caste.)

"My youthful brothers and sisters of the Moth-
erland, my appeal is to you: Defer marriage as long
as possible, even after reaching adolscence. And
when you feel sure that you have found out your soul's
true companion, love, claim and win - and praise the
Gods! If any self constituted guardians of effete forms
and conventions stand in your way ask them to mind
their own business-away!

e We live because we love; not because
we make compromises. Love is life. Custom is noth-
ing." (Love and marriage.)
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"Chandrikain Kathai is a full-dress novel but
is incomplete. Though it is longish, it is amorphous
and unimpressive. The story is supposed to be that
of a child named Chandrika but what we have of it is



that of its aunt Visalakshi, a young widow who is ea-
ger for remarriage but fails to secure a mate and whom
a married man tries to secure but fails. Social reform
is much to the fore in the work but the story moves
along slowly and haltingly. Bharati has introduced into
it one of charming lyrics- that on Nanda Lala."
['Subrahmanya Bharati: His mind and art" (1951)]
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Chandrika's Story, his second attempt at writ-
ing a novel was also left incomplete at his death. The
first nine chapters only remain, but these are enough
to illustrate the raciness of Bharati's narrative art. The
novel begins in 1901 wih an earth quake in a Village.
A young widow, Visalakshi, survives along with her
niece, a new-born babe, Chandrikai. Three years later,
tired of the ceaseless struggle to survive with honour
in the Hindu society... Two social reformers help her,
and she marries an ex-sanyasin... suddenly he be-
comes mad, and there the story breaks off.

But, then, this is merely the prologue. As
Bharati's title indicates, the central character is to be
Chandrikai, who is still a child. It is possible that, in
chandrikai, Bharati wanted to depict his idea of the
modern girl that India needs - educated, bold,strong,
fearless, and yet womanly. No doubt he wanted to
describe in terms of fiction his ideas on women's
emancipation and independence. But speculations
apart, Chandrikai's Story has many points of interest.
There is, for example, the introduction of real-life char-
acters (like the social reformers G. Subramanya lyer
and Veeresalingam Pantulu) in a fictional narrative-
something not attempted before in Tamil fiction. There
is, then, Bharati posing the question : family life or
asceticism? Bharati did not like the 'refusal of ascetic'
at all...

We have the character of Nityananda
(Viswanatha Sarma),a young sanyasi. Bharati seizes
this chance to debunk the wrong notion of renuncia-
tion that long prevailed in India... when he marries
Visalakshi... (and) becomes insane some years later,

Bharati hints at a Freudian cause-the result
of years of suppressing Nature, followed by the sud-
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den joys of a husband and a father.

Bharati had evidently lost his heart to
Chandrikai. Her childhood is presented with poetic
feeling and colourful imagery... A song that Chandrikai
sings at Pantulu's house (Nanda Lala) also deserves
mention here. It is a lyric on Krishna,one of the best
that Bharati wrote.. Like unheard melodies, the little
we see of the child Chandrikai fills with visions of the
future.” --[Subrahmanya Bharati

by Premanandkumar,
(Rao & Raghavan, Mysore, 1964)]
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"In his unfinished novel Chandrikayin Kathai,
Subrahmanya Bharati introduces Veeresalingam
Panthulu and his wife as two benevolent characters
with an important mission. There are charming pas-
sages which bring out the domestic felicity of this aged
couple and the warm hearts they posseessed
towards the weak and the doun- tradden in Hindu
society. That was no mere fictionalised tribute given
to Veeresalingam by the great poet of Tamilnadu. Here
was a living truth. For in real life, Veeresalingam was
a tremendous personality and the Father of the Mod-
ern Andhra Renaissance...

"... In his (Veeresalingam's) social reform ac-
tivities he was ably assisted by his wife, Rajyalakshmi.
The domestic life of Veeresalingam and Rajyalakshmi
has been brilliantly portrayed
by Bharati in the pages (of this novel). The silent hero-
ism of Rajyalakshmi deserves a book by itself."

("Swarajya", Nov. 2, 1968)
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d.e8. B> The lives of Veeresalingam and
Rajyalakshmamma are a splendid chapter in the his-
tory of Indian liberalism -- o eotr §BE0oro 2
(&P aoegéoese (S Speeches and Essays of Dr. C.R.
Reddy, Progressive Union, Nellore, 1970.)
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